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CHUA VE TROI
Lm. Giuse Nguyén Hung Loi, DCCT

ir 1én trdi chiing td mot diéu gi xa cdch, mot

céi gi d6 chia lia. P81 v6i Chia phuc sinh 1én

troi khong c6 nghia 12 1én mot chd xa xo6i
mong lung nao d6 G trén cao. Chia lén trdi c6 nghia la
Chitia dén nhan lai vinh quang tran ddy, vién min clia
mdt vi Thién Chia, ma khi héa ki€p lam ngudi Chia
da khudc tir &€ song hoa ddng vdi con ngudi ngoai trir
t01 161, va sau khi da hoan thanh chuong trinh cttu do
cia Thién Chda Cha,Chda d3 mic lai vinh hién
d6.Chinh vi thé, chiing ta hdy nhd lai 15i clia c4c hai
thién thAin mic 4o tring da lay tinh cdc tong dd: ” Cic
ong ngudi Galilé, tai sao cdc 6ng cit dirng d6 nhin troi
“(Cv1,1-11).

Thuc su, cdc mon dé va cdc tong dd van chua hiéu rd
viéc Chiia vé trdi. DU ring, sau khi song lai Chiia
phuc sinh @3 nhiéu 1an trin an va cling c6 niém tin clia
cdc mdn dé, dong thdi dd nhiéu 1in n6i cho cdc mdn
dé hay Chuda di nhung Chda ludn hi€n dién véi cic
mon dé trong Loi cia Ngai va trong cdac an ban cla
Ngai. C6 mot diéu quan trong nhi't 12 Chiia phuc sinh
luon ban binh an cho cdc mon dé bdi vinéu thi€u sy an
binh ctia Chda, cic mén dé sé hoang mang va dut
gdnh gita dudng. Trudc khi vé trdi, Chia trao cho cic
mon dé sit mang cao ci va khan thi€t: ” Phdi nhan
danh Chiia ma rao gidng cho mudn dan “ (Lc 24,47).
Chua phuc sinh dit hoan toan tin tudng ndi cic mon
dé va moi Kitd hitu Iam chiéng cho Ngai khip ndi,
khip chon va loan bdo, giGi thiéu Danh chi Thanh cia
Ngai cho toan thé nhan loai. Chiia vé trdi d€ cho cic
mo6n dé va nhan loai hi€u ring:” T4t ci déu 1a canh
tay ndi dai ctia Chiia d€ thu gép nhiéu ngudi vé Gido
Hoi do Chiia thiét 1ap “. Cong cudc truyén gido va
viéc cttu do, Chida mudn cic tong dd va Hoi Thanh
g6p tay d€ xay dung, d€ md mang. Ngai mudn cic
tong d6 1am chitng Chia vé véi Chia Cha vi Ngai dén
tran gian do y Thién Chiia Cha. Chtia mudn cdc mon
dé ra di khip ndi xay dung mot thé€ gidi ddy yéu
thuong, hiép nht va an binh theo mau trdi mdi dat
mdi Chida da loan bao trudc. Thé gidi 4y Con Thién
Chiia d3 hy sinh mang sdng cttu chudc d€ 1am cta 18

song dong dang 1én Thién Chia Cha. Chida vé véi
Chda Cha nhung thyc t€ Ngai ludn canh cdnh bén
long dua toan Gido Hoi va moi Kitd hitu vé véi Ngai
ngay khi nhan loai con dang song trong hién tai. Chiia
vé trdi nhung Ngai vin dang s6ng véi Hoi Thanh, véi
con ngudingay & dudi thé nay. DAy 1a mdot mau nhiém
bdi vi Gido Hoilit hanh dang gidn b6 véi trai ddt nhung
khong ngling 1én trdi v6i Chia phuc sinh, vé cling
Chia Cha ctia Chia song lai nhung ciing 1a Cha clia
mdingudi.

L& Thing Thién la mot 1€ 16n trong phung vu. Chinh
vi thé, 1€ nay 1a mot thong diép cho toan Gido Hoi hay
ra khoi, hdy th3 lugi. ThE gidi con gan 80% nhitng
ngudi chua dudc loan bao Tin Mung, chua dugce nghe
Danh Pic Kitd. Chiia vé trdi nhung Chda van hién
dién sdng dong giita con ngudi, gitta moi ngudi, giita
cudc song cia Hoi Thanh. Ngudi mon dé Chia hay
lam cho bd mat phuc sinh ctiia Chida r6 nét trong cudc
s6ng, nhg thé, nhi€u ngudi sé bi€t va nhan ra Chda.
Chiing ta hay tudng tugng L& Thing Thién gidng nhu
ngon Ira th& van dudc chuyén tir tay van dong vién
nay tdi van dong vién khéc, cho tdi khi ngon Ita dugc
chAm bung 1én d€ rdi n6 sé sang mii cho ti ngay
cham dit thé van hoi. Hay lam chitng cho Chiia phuc
sinh bing chinh d&i song thianh thién, dao ditc clia
minh.

“Céc con la mudi u6p cho moi ngudi, n€u mudi nhat,
thi chdng con cdch gi 1am cho né min lai dudc, n6 trd
thanh vo dung, chi con nuéc némra ngoai cho ngudi ta
cha dap 1én né. Céc con la dnh sédng cho toan th€ gidi
...... Anh sdng chiing con phai sing 1én trudc mit thién
ha d€ ho nhin xem nhitng viéc thién cdc con lam ma
ngdikhen Cha caccond trén trdi “(Mt 5,13-16).

Lay Chiia phuc sinh, chiing con tin Chiia luén
hién dién voi chiing con trong cudc lit hanh
tran thé'tién vé Qué Troi. Amen.

Moi quing cdo, xin fax tdi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quang cdo va dia chi ngudi gai

http://www.dmhcg.org
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THU NGO CHO HQI PHU HUYNH HOQC SINH

Kinh gtti Quy Phu Huynh,
Thay mit cho Gido xt, ching tdi chan thanh cdm on Quy Vi di vui 1ong cdng tdc chit ché hon véi Khdi Gido duc
clia Gido xi khi ghi danh gia nhap Hoi Phu Huynh Hoc Sinh trong thdi gian gin day, dic biét 1a qua hai Chda nhat
ghi danh ndm hoc 2011 cta cdc em trong cac ngay 25/4/2010 va 2/5/2010.
Nhu Quy Vi di bi€t Gido x chiing ta ngay cang c6 thém nhiéu hoc sinh va cd Gido xt, cich riéng cdc Thiy C6 va
cdc Thién nguyén vién, déu c6 ging hét sitc d€ viéc gido duc cic em trong difc tin Cong gido va ti€ng Viét ngay
cang dudc hoan thién. Tuy nhién, bén canh nhitng nd Ivc nay, viéc cdng tic truc ti€p hon nita clia Quy Vi thit can
thi€t nhu da dugc ghi ra trong ton chi ciia Hoi Phu Huynh:
* Gitp d3 trong cong viéc gido duc va sinh hoat clia con em chiing ta dang tham gia vao cdc chuong trinh gido
duc cia Gido Xu.
* Tryc ti€p trong cong viéc dn dinh 16p hoc d€ tao mot moi trudng lanh manh cho cdc em tham gia hoc héi.
* G6p y v4i Nha Trudng trong viéc gidng day cdc con em qua:
- Tham khdo y ki€n clia cdc phu huynh.
- Tim hiéu nhitng nhu ciu chinh d4ng clia cic em trong viéc gido duc.
- Chia s kinh nghiém day dd con cdi & cdc Itra tudi.
Vi thé, v6i thu ngd ndy, mot 14n nita, ching toi trin trong ghi nhin sy nhiét tinh cong tdc cda Quy Vi va tha thiét
mdi goi nhitng Phu Huynh khdc hay ghi danh gia nhdp ciing sin sang d6ng gép thdi gian va cong sitc hau cong viéc
gido duc con em clia Quy Vi va ciing 12 con em clia Gido X ngdy cang tot dep hon nita.
Nguyén xin Thién Chia qua 15i cAu bau ctia Me Hiing Citu ban cho Quy Vi va Gia dinh dugc manh khoé, binh an
va hanh phiic.
Chéan thanh trong Chuia Kito,
Lm. Phaolé Nguyén Tat Hdi, C.Ss.R.
Linh huéng Khéi Gido duc

CANH TAN POI SONG HON NHAN

Kho4 Canh Tan PJi S6ng Hon Nhan sé& dugc td chifc 1an dau tién tai Gido X Piic Me Hiing Cttu Gitip cho cic cip vg
chdng khdng phan biét tudi tic. Khod sé& do Linh Muc Nguyén Hiing, Dong Tén, cling c4c anh chi trong Ban Gia Pinh
Cong Poan Pong Hanh phdi hgp huéng dan.
Quy anh chi thin mén, trong cudc sdng ban ron hdmnay, quy anh chi cé ao udc:
* Mot cudi tudn thanh thin nghi ngoi bén nhau?
* Mot cudi tudn dudc gip gd han huyén, chia sé véicdc cip vo chdng khdc trong gido xit?
* Pugc ling nghe va hoc hdi qua su chia sé ctia Cha Linh Huong va cdc cip vo chdong vé nhitng kinh nghiém song
dong ma ho da trdi qua.
* C6 thdi gian tAm sy va ling nghe tAm tinh ctia nhau.
* Pudc tham du nhitng nghi thiic € 6n lai tinh yéu vo chdng va ta on cho nhitng hdng 4n ma Thién Chda da chic
phtic cho d&i sdng hon nhan clia quy anh chi.
U6c mong khod Canh TAn nay s& 12 mdt mén qua tinh than va tinh yéu cho quy anh chi va gia dinh . Kho4 sé& bitdau vao
chiéu thit Sdu ngay 4 va két thic vao chiéu Chii Nhdtngay 6 thang 6, nim 2010. Khoa chdm ditt vio khodng 9 gid t&i
mdingayhiu anh chi cé thé vé nha nghi ngoi va trd laikhda 8 gid sdng ngay hom sau.
Xin 14y don ghi danh & cudinha thd hoic in online & www.CTDSHN.donghanh.org. Néu cAn dich vu gitt tré, xin lién lac
v&ingudilién lac nhu ghi chi trong don.
Gidoxtwtrdn trong kinh moi.

Moi quing cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quang cdo va dia chi nguoi gdi http://www.dmhcg.org
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THU GUI CAC HOC SINH NHAN NGAY BE GIANG NIEN HOC 2009-2010
LETTER TO STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR

Cac con thin mén,

Ngay Chiia nhat 16/05/2010 1a ngay B€ gidng nién hoc 2009-2010. Thé 1a cdc con di k&t thic mdt ndm
hoc Gido 1y, Viét ngit va sinh hoat Thi€u nhi Thdnh Thé. Cha hy vong ring trong mot nim qua céc con
da git hdi dugc nhiéu k&t qua tdt dep trong cong viéc hoc tip. Cdch riéng, cling vdi moi ngudi trong
Gido xit, Cha gti 15i chiic mirng d€n 103 em nhan dugc Bi tich Thanh thé diu tién trong dJi vao ngay thi
Bdy 08/05/2010 va 52 em lanh nhin Bi tich Thém sitc hom Chda nhat 09/05/2010. Cha tin ring cdc con
ciing nhin ra dugc nhitng thanh qua cdc con git hdi trong mot nim qua mdt phan quan trong 1a do cd&
ging cda cha me, va nd luc clia cdc thiy co cling huynh trudng 13 nhitng ngudi ludn quan tAm chim séc
cho céc con. Cdc con hdy nhd cdm on moi ngudi trong ngay bé& gidng nién hoc nay.

Khi cdc con k€t thic nién hoc, cing véi Cha Chinh xtt Phérd Bui Quang Tudn va moi ngudi trong Gido
xtt, Cha chic cdc con vui hudng mot mia He 5t dep cung véi gia dinh. Nhung Cha ciing mudn nhiic nhd
cdc con 1a di ¢6 nghi He di chiing nifa, cdc con dirng xao lang viéc hoc hanh & nha va nhit 1a s6ng doi
séng dic tin qua viéc cau nguyén va tham du Thanh 1&. Cha cling mong mdi gip lai cdc con trong nién
hoc sdp dén s& khai gidng vao Chda nhat 29/08/2010.

Xin Thién Chida qua 15i cau bau clia Ptic Me Hing Cttu Gidp gin giit cdc con ludn!

Dear Students,

May 16, 2010 is the last day of the Sunday School Year of 2009-2010. So you have finished one year of
attendance in the religious education, Vietnamese language and Eucharistic Youth activities. I hope that
you all get good results from what you have learned throughout the year. Together with the whole parish, 1
especially congratulate 103 students on their First Holy Communion on Saturday, May 08 and 52 other
students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, May 09, 2010.

I think that all of you should recognize the great efforts of your parents, teachers and Eucharistic Youth
leaders in helping you with the learning process. Please remember to say “Thanks” to them on the last day
of the school year!

As the school year of 2009-2010 comes to close, together with Fr. Pastor Peter Tuan Bui and the entire
parish, [ wish you a fun and safe summer. But I also want to remind you not to neglect your home study and
your faith life through the participation in daily prayer and weekly Mass. I look forward to seeing you again
in the coming school year which will begin on Sunday August 29, 2010.

May God through the intercession of Mother of Perpetual Help keep you in His grace!

Linh muc Phaolé Nguyén Tat Hdi, C.Ss.R.
Linh hudéng Khoi Gido duc

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi http://www.dmhcg.org
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Vong Théanh L.iflth hao quang "
Tu mot cdi Thién dang
Dé&n bén Me bao phi
Mot tuy€t vai cao sang
Me mua xudn vinh cttu
Mot vé dep hing hitu
Ngon biit than diém td
D4 ruc hong hoa lyu
Con cadm ta Me nhiéu
Me thuong biét bao nhiéu
Ngay ngay con trong cay
Mai, sém, trua, t6i chiéu

Poc Kinh Ton Vuong

Lic: 7:00 PM Chuaa Nhat 16/05/2010

Gido Khu 1:A/C Trinh Hung Anh 469-826-2389
1725 Trowbridge St., Garland, Tx75044

Giao Khu 2: Cic So Pa Minh 972-530-5068
2934 Landershire Ln., Garland, TX 75044

Gido Khu 3: O/B Nguyén Vin Loan 214-227-3549
4106 Timberline Dr., Garland, T 75042

Giao Khu 4: A/C Qudach Vin Binh 972-675-0692
937 Greenpond Dr., Garland, TX 75040

Giao Khu 5: A/C Vii Thi Kim Uyén 972 480 8699
1316 Dunbarton Dr., Richardson, TX 75081

Gido Khu 7:A/C Nguyén Vin Triéu & Phugng
972-542-7770
4932 Auburn Ave, Mckinney, TX 75070

Giao Khu 10: Ba Binh M§ Dung 972-496-7160
2049 Oakglen Dr., Garland, TX 75040

Gido Khu 11: A/C Ho Vin Hoang & Hué 972-384-1106
404 Shady Oaks Dr., Murphy, TX 75094

BAO CAO TAI CHANH
Chua Nhat 09/05/2010

Qu§ Piéu Hanh Gido X

Tién Thau Trong Cdc Thanh Lé : $12,712.00
Tién Rira Toi: $200.00
Tién Quéng Céo: $415.00
Quy Trung TaAm Gido Duc

0222 Nguy&n ThiLgi $50.00
0423 TranNgoc Oanh $200.00
0670 NguyénTiénDat $500.00
0739 NguyénNgoc Chinh $200.00
0828 ViiHoang Vin $20.00
1209 NguyénNgoc Minh $1000.00
2070 TranDitc Hoan $5.00
Qu§ Nha Binh An

0082 Peter & Mary Nguyen $100.00
0558 bPao Vinh $100.00

Thong béo

Thong bao hop gido xit: Xin cdc doan thé tham
du budi hop d€ t8 chitc mirng 1& bdn mang va ra
mit hdi doan vao ldc 2:00pm ngay Chua nhat 23

thdng 5 tai HGi trudng.

CHUC MUNG TAN HON

Cong doan dan Chua gido xd Pic Me Hing Citu
Gitp than 4i chiic mirng nhan 1& thanh hon vao
ngay th bdy 15-5-2010 ctia d6i tAn hon:
Joseph Phan Vin Giau va Cecilia Tran Thi Tuoi
Nguyén xin Thién Chaa va Buc Me ban cho anh
chi song trong yéu thuong va hanh phic sudt doi.

Moi quang c4o, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 v§i noi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi gdi

http://www.dmhcg.org
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XIN CHO CHUNG NEN MOT
Lm. Giuse Vii Thdai Hoa

on khong ciu xin cho chiing ma thdi, nhung

con cho tat cd nhitng ké nhd 13i chiing ma tin

vio Con, d€ moi ngudi nén mot ciing nhu Cha
G trong Con va Con G trong Cha. Sy mong udc ciia Chia
Giésu ddi v6i Gido Hoi ctia Ngai, d6 1a sy hiép nhat.
L&i cAu nguyén clia Chiia Giésu trén day cho chiing ta
thiy su sdng sudt tuyét vdi clia Ngai. Ngai da bi€t trudc
s& c6 hang triéu ngudi tin vio Ngai, cling biét trudc
ring thdm hoa 16n clia cdc mdn dé Ngai, chinh 1a sy
chia ré. Phai, su chia ré 12 mot dé tai thdi sy dau
thuong. Trén th€ gidi hom nay, c6 biét bao sy doi
nghich, chia ré va han thu! Gido Hoi cling khong trdnh
khoinhitng dau thuong d6, ngay cé cac cong doan cong
gido ViétNam...

Mot linh muc An Do ténla Anthony De Mello da tudng
twgng ra mot cau chuyén nhu sau: Chia Giésu than
phién véi ching t6i 1a Ngai chua bao gi dudc di xem
mot trdn bong dd nao ca. Ching t6i bén dwa Ngai di
xem mot trin diu rat gay go gitta mot doi Tin lanh va
mot doi Cong gido. Po1 Cong gido lam ban trudc, mot
khong. Chda Giésu vd tay hoan hd va tung cd mii 1én
trdi. Vai phiit sau, t6i phién doi Tin 1anh 1am ban. Lin
nay, Chia Giésu ciing vd tay reo ho va ciing tung mi
1én troi. Mot khan gid ngdi bén canh 14y 1am ngac
nhién va khé chiu vé thdi d6 cia Chia Giésu. Ong ta
1ay tay dap 1én vai Ngai rdi hdi: «E 6ng ban, 6ng ban
ing ho bén nao vay?». Xem chitng nhu vin con bi
khich dong bdi tran ddu, Chda Giésu trd 15i: «T6i hd?
t6i khong Ging ho bén nao ci. Toi d€n diy la chi dé
thudng thitc tran ddu ma thoi». Ngudi khdn gid da khé
chiu vé thdi dd cia Chida Giésu, bay gid lai cang buc
bdi hon. Ong ta quay sang ngudi bén canh va néi nho:
«Hinnayla mottén vo than!»

Trén dudng trd vé nha, chiing tdi ban luin véi Chia
Giésu vé tinh hinh ton gido trén thé€ gidi. Ching téi n6i
vdi Ngai: «Thua Chda, nhitng ngudi co ton gido thatla
budn cudi. Ho tudng riing Thién Chiia chi ditng vé phia
ctiia ho va nghich lai véi nhitng ngudi thudc ton gido
khdc». Chiia Giésu gat dau té vé ung y. Ngainéi: «D6

la 1y do tai sao Ta khdng ing hd tén gido ma chi
ung hd con ngudi. Con ngudi quan trong hon tén
gido. Con ngudi quan trong hon ngay Sabbat. Céic
con nén biét 1a chinh nhitng ngudi c6 ton gido da
treo Ta trén thap gid.»

Khi néi d&€n hiép nhat, ching ta thudng md mot sy
hiép nhat ma trong dé nhitng ai nghi kh4c chiing ta,
phai vé phia chiing ta! Sy hiép nhit theo y mudn
ctia Chia khong phéi § sy x6a bd nhitng su phong
phi riéng biét cia mdi ngudi hodc ciia mdi nhém.
Gido Hoi phdi xay dung sy hiép nh4't trong sy ton
trong nhitng sy khac biét chinh dang. Chi c6 mot
Chia, mét phép rira toi, mot dic tin, nhung c6
nhiéu cdch khdc nhau dé€ dién t3 dic tin. D€ n6i vé
mdt Chda Giésu, chiing ta ¢é tdi bon cudn Phiic
Am, tai sao chiing ta khong chip nhin c6 nhiéu
cich dién t4, c6 nhicu cdch s6ng Tin Ming, sdng
daokhécnhau trong Gido Hoi va trong thé gidi?
Trong 14 thu gui tin hitu Corint6 (1 Cr 12, 12-30),
thdnh Phaold diing hinh 4nh céc chi thé ciia mot
than x4c dé néi vé sy hiép nha't ciia Gido Hoi trong
sy da dang, trong sy bd tiic va lién d6i ctia cdc phdn
t&r. Than x4c c6 nhiéu chi thé khdc nhau. Chan, tay,
mit, mili, tai va cdc chi thé khac déu phdicong tic
chit ché& v6i nhau d€ 1am cho thin x4c nén manh
mé&, va cling lién d6i chiu trach nhiém véi nhau vé
su 16n manh ctia than xdc. Ciing th€, mdi ngudi
chiing ta 12 mdt chi thé ctia Gido Hoi. Tuy trinh d6
khac nhau, nhan sinh quan khac nhau, mdi ngudi
déu phai cong tac véi nhau d€ Gido Hoi dugc phat
trién va lién ddi chiu trach nhiém vé sy phat trién
Ay.

Chiing ta cling cAu nguyén cho Gido Hdi chiing ta,
cho moi phan t& bi€t sdng hiép nhit trong sy ton
trong 14n nhau. Hiép nh4t nhung khong don diéu,
da dang nhung trong hiép nhat va hiép thong. Liic
dé, Gido Hoi dugc vi nhu mdt vudn hoa 16n, va mdi
thanh vién la mdt loai hoa khiac nhau, mot huong
thom khdc nhau. Oi dep thay, phong phi thay,
GidoHoicua ChuaKito!
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@ Chaa Nhat III Phuc Sinh

SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH

> §""While Jesus blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven”

Scripture: Luke 24:46-53

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from

the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins should be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things. And behold, I send the promise of my Father
upon you; but stay in the city, until you are clothed with
power from on high." Then he led them out as far as
Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While
he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried
up into heaven. And they returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, and were
continually in the temple
blessing God.

' esus said to the Eleven: "Thus it is written, that the

Lesson

Why did Jesus leave his
disciples forty days after his
resurrection? Forty is a
significant number in the
scriptures. Moses went to the
mountain to seek the face of
God for forty days in prayer
and fasting. The people of
Israel were in the wilderness
for forty years in preparation
for their entry into the
promised land. Elijah fasted
for forty days as he
journeyed in the wilderness
to the mountain of God. For
forty days after his
resurrection Jesus appeared
numerous times to his
disciples to assure them that he had risen indeed and
to prepare them for the task of carrying on the work
which he began during his earthy ministry.

Jesus' departure and ascension was both an end and a
beginning for his disciples. While it was the end of
Jesus' physical presence with his beloved disciples, it
marked the beginning of Jesus' presence with them in
a new way. Jesus promised that he would be with
them always to the end of time. Now as the glorified
and risen Lord and Savior, ascended to the right hand
of the Father in heaven, Jesus promised to send them
the Holy Spirit who would anoint them with power on
the Feast of Pentecost, just as Jesus was anointed for

his ministry at the River Jordan. When the Lord
Jesus departed physically from the apostles, they
were not left in sorrow or grief. Instead, they were
filled with joy and with great anticipation for the
coming of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus' last words to his apostles point to his saving
mission and to their mission to be witnesses of his
saving death and his glorious resurrection and to
proclaim the good news of salvation to all the
world. Their task is to proclaim the gospel — the
good news of salvation — not
only to the people of Israel, but
to all the nations as well. God's
love and gift of salvation is not
reserved for a few or for one
nation alone, but it is for the
whole world — for all who will
accept it. The gospel is the
power of God, the power to
release people from their
burden of guilt, sin, and
oppression, and the power to
heal, restore, and make us
whole. Do you believe in the
power of the gospel?

This is the great commission
which the risen Christ gives to
the whole church. All believers
have been given a share in this
task — to be heralds of the good
news and ambassadors for
Jesus Christ, the only savior of
the world. We have not been
left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in
and through us by the power of his Holy Spirit.
Today we witness a new Pentecost as the Lord
pours out his Holy Spirit upon his people to renew
and strengthen the body of Christ and to equip it for
effective ministry and mission world-wide. Do you
witness to others the joy of the gospel and the hope
of the resurrection?

(Continue on page 8)
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SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH
(Continue from page 7)

“Lord Jesus, through the gift of your Holy Spirit, you fill
us with an indomitable spirit of praise and joy which no
earthly trial can subdue. Fill me with your resurrection
joy and help me to live a life of praise and thanksgiving
for your glory. May I witness to those around me the joy
ofthe gospel and the reality of your resurrection.”

MAY THEY BECOME PERFECTLY ONE

Scripture: John 17:20-26

I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe
in me through their word, that they may all be one; even
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory which you have given me I have given to
them, that they may be one even as we are one, [ in them
and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so
that the world may know that you have sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire
that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me
where [ am, to behold my glory which you ve given me in
your love for me before the foundation of the world. O
righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have
known you; and these know that you have sent me.  made
known to them your name, and I will make it known, that
the love with which you have loved me may be in them,
and I inthem."

Meditation: Who is your brother and sister in
Christ? On the eve of his sacrifice, when Jesus
celebrated his last supper with his apostles, he prayed
for their unity and for the unity of all who would
believe in him and become his disciples. God desires
unity for all of his people, for married couples,
families, communities, and churches across every land
and nation. Sadly division and strife is often the result
of personal pride, sin, prejudice, and the failure to love,
forgive, and reconcile. That is why prayer is so
necessary, both for safeguarding unity and for healing
and restoration wherever unity has been broken.

Jesus knew the weakness of his disciples, their
competitive spirit to see who would rank first, their
dislike for Samaritans and others who were not of their
own company, and the fear that would scatter them and
make them deny their Lord when Jesus' enemies
arrested him in the Garden of Gethsemani and nailed
him to the cross on Calvary. John tells us that Jesus
loved his own to the very end (John 13:1). Nothing

could break nor diminish the love he had for them,
not even betrayal and rejection. As disciples of
Jesus we are called to love and lay down our lives
for all who believe in him. If we are willing to die
for our brothers and sisters in Christ, how much
more should we strive to live in harmony, love, and
unity with one another.

Jesus' high priestly prayer at the last supper is
directed towards all who will come after him and
follow him as his disciples. In a special way Jesus
prays here for us that as members of his body the
church we would be united in one heart and mind
as he and his Father are one. The unity of Jesus and
his Father is a unity of mind and heart, mutal love
and trust, honor and respect. Because Jesus loved
us first and united us in baptism we are called to
live in a unity of love. Jesus’ prayer on the eve of
his sacrifice shows the great love and trust he has
in his beloved disciples. He knows they would
abandon him in his hour of trial, yet he entrusted to
them the great task of spreading his name
throughout the world and to the end of the ages.
The Lord entrust us with the same mission — to
make him known and loved by all. Jesus died and
rose again that all might be one as he and the
Father are one. Do you love and accept all baptized
Christians as your brothers and sisters in Christ?

"Lord God, have mercy on your people and heal
the divisions in the body of Christ. May all
Christian people throughout the world attain the
unity for which Jesus prayed on the eve of his
sacrifice. Renew in us the power of the Spirit that
we may be a sign of that unity and a means of its
growth. Increase in us a fervent love for all our
brothers and sisters in Christ."

Psalm 97:1-2,6-7,9

1 The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the
many coastlands be glad!

2 Clouds and thick darkness are round about him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his
throne.

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all
the peoples behold his glory.

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, who
make their boast in worthless idols; all gods bow
down before him.

9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the
earth; you art exalted far above all gods.
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