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ai Tin Mirng hom nay chira chan

niém vui. Ba Elizabeth vui mirng

vi dudc Me Thién Chda dén
vi€ng thim. Pic Maria vui mirng vi dugc
Thién Chia dodi thuong. Thianh Gioan
Baotixita vui mirng vi dugc tha toi ngay tit khi
con trong 1ong me. Nhitng niém vui 4y hoa
chung, bi&€n budi gip g& thanh mot 1& hoi vui
mirng ta on Thién Chda. Ngudn goc clia
nhitng niém vui &y 12 on Chiia Thdnh Than.
Chinh Chda Thdnh Than di gitp chuin bi
cdc tAm hon dén nhan niém vui on citu chude.
Ta thdy dugc on Chda Thianh Thin qua
nhitng ddu hiéu sau day:

DAauhiéu thit nhat: on khiém nhudng.

TAm hdn c6 Chiia Thanh Thin sé tré nén khiém nhudng.
Khiém nhudng vi bi€t thin phan minh hén y&u, bé nhd,
t0i 10i. Khiém nhudng vi biét tit ¢4 nhitng on nhan dudc
khong phai do cdng trang ciia minh nhung 1a do 1o0ng
thuong x6t ctia Chida. Vi th€, khi nhan dudc tin 1am me
bang Citu Thé, Pitc Maria di xung minh 12 “ni 1y ciia
Thién Chiia”. Ba Elizabeth khiém nhudng tu hdi: “Bdi
ddu téi duoc phiic dén tiép Me Thién Chiia dén viéng
tham t6i”. Va DPtic Maria da trd 15i bing mot bai ca
khi€ém nhudng nggi khen Thién Chuda vi tinh yéu thuong
da dodi thuong d€n phan hénnit ty ctia Chia.

Dau hiéu thit hai: on béc 4i.

Thanh Than 1a tinh yéu. D&n dau la d6t 1én Iira bac 4i &
ddy, Ngai da rgp bong trén Piic Maria va 1ap tifc Dic
Maria dudc tran dy 1ong bic 4i, ¢ nghi d&€n ba chi ho.
bic Maria khong nghi phdi nghi ngdi tinh dudng va
chuén bi cho bdn thin trong thdi ky sinh nd sip tdi, nhung
da nghiphdira di gitp ba chi ho neo don, yéu mét. Pay la
mot long bac 4i manh mé&, nén Puc Maria voi va lén
dudng ngay, khong chan chir, khong tinh todn. Long bac
4i khong chi huéng vé nhitng ngudi than trong gia toc ma
con mé rong ra cho cd dan tdc, cd dong loai. Nén trong
bai Magnificat, Ditc Maria da nhd d&€n cong on t tién va
nhd déncd dantdc.

DAau hi¢u thit ba: 6n quén minh.
DPugc on Chia Thianh Than tdc dong, tim hon s& quén
ban than minh. Trudc hét quén minh d€ hoan toan vang

NIEM VUI TRONG THANH THAN (Lc 1,39 -45)
DTGM. Giuse Ngo Quang Kiét

theo thanh y Thién Chia. Bic Maria da
hoan toan quén minh khi thua véi thién
than: “Nay téi la ni¥ ty ciia Thién Chiia,
téi xin vdng nhw loi thién sit truyén”.
Khoéng nhitng quén minh cho thdnh y
Chia, bic Maria con quén minh vi tha
nhan. Ngai quén minh cling dang mang
thai, cAn dudc nghi ngdi, can dugc chuin
bi, chi nghi d&€n ba chi ho thai nghén 6m
y€u, nén da bd nha ra di thim viéng.
Ngai quén minh la khach mdi trong ti€c
cuSi Cana, nén da xudng bép gidp dd
viéc bép niic, va hoa vao ci ndi lo clia
chii nha thi€u rugu. Ngai quén minh nén
da theo Piic Giésu va can ddm ding dudi chan thap gid,
cung chiu dau d6n nhuc nha véi Con.

DAauhié¢u thit tu: on phuc vu.

Long béc 4i, sw khiém nhudng va sy quén minh dudc két
tinh & cao diém phuc vu. TAm hdén dugc Chida Thanh
Than tic dong s& tim phuc vu nhu tim niém vui, niém
hanh phic. Vi th€ Ditc Maria khong quan than phan la
Me Thién Chida da d&én phuc vu cho ba Elizabeth. Ditc
Maria cing khong né ha minh dang thdi ky thai nghén da
vui vé phuc vu ngudi ho hang cin sy gidp d3. La Me
Thién Chiia, Pitc Maria da tu nguyén tr§ nén toi t6 dé
phuc vu con ngudi. D6 chinh 1a két tinh clia on Chida
Thanh Than.

Véi tdt ca nhitng dic diém cta on Chia Thanh Than,
cudc gip gd gilta Bic Maria va ba Elizabeth, cudc gap
gd gitta Bic Giésu va Thianh Gioan Baotixita con trong
bao thai di trd thanh cudc gip gd clia niém vui: niém vui
on cttu d6. NhS nhitng chuin bi ctia Chiia Thanh Than,
hai ngudi me va hai bao thai da hop thanh cong doan bi€t
dén nhan va trao ting on ctitu 6. Ba tap hop thanh Nudc
Thién Chia, di 12 cong doan diu tién dén nhan dudgc on
ctru 30, ti€én bao cho Giao Hoi va Nudc Thién Chua.

Chi con vén ven may ngay nita 1a d&€n 1€ Gidng Sinh, ta
hay noi guong Pic Maria, nai xin Chda Thanh Than bi€n
ddi tam hon ta nén xiing ddng dén nhan Chia Cttu Thé.
Ta hdy xin Pitc Maria day ta bi€t s6ng theo on Chia
Thanh Than trong khiém nhudng, bac 4i, quén minh va
phuc vu, dé ta dugc niém vui d6n nhin on ctru do.

Moi quing cdo, xin fax tgi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quang cdo va dia chi nguoi gdi
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CHUONG TRINH

DAI LE GIANG SINH
Lé Trong — Budc: 25/12

Toan thé cong ddng Dan Chia tai Gido X PMHCG
s& long trong mirng Pai L& Chida Gidng Sinh theo chudng
trinh nhu' sau:

- Thit Nim: 24/12-PATLE VONG CHUA GIANG SINH
5:00PM: Hoat Canh Giang Sinh & Thanh Ca
(Poan TNTT Emmanuel phu trach)
5:45PM - Thanh Lé Trong Thé I
(Danh cho Thi€u Nhi - Gigi Tré)
8:00PM - Thanh Ca Canh Thiic Gidng Sinh
(Lién ca Poan)
8:45PM — Thinh L&Trong Thé II
(Danh cho ngudi lfin)
- Thit Sdu: 25/12 - PAI LE CHUA GIANG SINH
10:00AM: Thénh L& Trong Thé I
12:00PM: Théanh L& Trong Thé II

¥
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THANH LE TET DUONG LICH 2010
LE KINH PUC MARIA ME THIEN CHUA
L& Trong — Budc: 01/01/2010

Ngay daunim Dudng Lich 1/1/2010 12 ngay L& Kinh Pitc
Maria 1a Me Thién Chia — L& Trong — Budc, 1€ kinh
diang toan Nam Mdi cho Me va xin Me gin giif ban on.

Chuong trinh Thanh Lé tai Gido Xit PMHCG nhu sau:
Thd Nam: 31/12/2009 -

7:00PM: L& Vong kinh Pitc Maria 1a Me Thién Chia
Thd Sau: 01/01/2010

L& kinh Pttc Maria 12 Me Thién Chda

8:00AM: ThéanhLé& Trong Thé I

10:00AM: Théanh L& Trong Thé II

12:00PM: Thanh L& Trong Thé III

Tran trong kinh mdi toan thé Cong Poan Dan Chia
sOt sang tham du nhitng chuong trinh phung vu k€ trén

XUNG TOI (Tai Gido xd PMHCG)

Thit Hai ngay 21/12/2009
Thanh L& : 6:30 PM
Giai Toi: 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM

PHUNG CA

Nhap L&: Tréi Cao (Bai 10)

bap Ca (TV 79): Lay Chua la Chia ching con, xin
cho chiing con dugc phuc hdi, xin t thién nhan hién
tir Chia ra, hau ching con dudc on cfu séng.
Alleluia, alleluia! "Nay t6i 1a t6i t6 Chda, t6i xin

ving nhu 16i Thién thin truyén".  Alleluia.
Dang Lé&: Dang Ngudi (Bai 114)
Hiép L&: Xin Chiia Xuéng (Bai 6)
Két Lé: Xin Vang (Bai 340)
CHUC MUNG BON MANG

Han hoan mén chiic Cha Tuyén Uy, quy So,
quy Thay Trg Uy, quy Trg T4, quy Huynh Trudng
va Poan Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé Emmanuel ngay
18 B6n Mang tran diy niém vui va binh an clia
Chda Giésu Hai Pong, cuing lién k&t phung su
Chia va hoc hdi dé nén giong Chiia hon.

THONG BAO KHOI GIA0 DUC

P& mirng L& Giang Sinh 2009 va Tét Duong Lich
2010, cc 16p Gido 1y, Viét ngit va Sinh hoat Thi€u
Nhi Thanh Thé sé nghi trong 2 ngay Chia nhat
27/12/2009 va 03/01/2010. Cac em sé di hoc va sinh
hoat trélai vao Chia nhat 10/01/2010.

GHI DANH THAM DU KHOA
THANG TIEN HON NHAN GIA DINH 2010

Chuong trinh Thing Ti€n Hon Nhan Gia Dinh sé&
t6 chitc mot Khéa Cin Ban cho cdc cip vo chdng vao
t6i thd Sdu (22/1/2010) dén chiéu Chda nhat
(24/1/2010) tai Bén Pttc Me Hiing Citu Gitip ctia Phu
tinh Dong Chia Cdu Th& Hai Ngoai & Houston,
Texas. Py la chuong trinh 3 ngay hitu ich, dudc td
chic that dic biét hing nim, do nhitng linh muc va
dién gid dugc chon loc, d€ gitip nhitng ddi vo chong
thong hi€u nhau va thing ti€n hon trong hon nhan.
Nhitng ai mudn tham dy xin vui 1ong lién lac va nhan
don ghi danh & Vin phong Gido xu.

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tdi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quang cdo va dia chi ngudi géi

http://www.dmhcg.org
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Canh Gidng Sinh, v§ kich tdi hién sy ra ddi cia
Chiia Giésu khong chi1a sy lip lai mot ctf chi truyén
thdng, nhung 12 "mdt trudng hoc s6ng dong, ndi ma
chiing ta c6 thé hoc bi quyét ctia niém vui dich thuc",
von "khong bao gdm nhiéu cia c3i": diy 1a st diép
ctia Pic Thdnh Cha Bénédictd XVI glri d€n hang
ngan ngudi hanh huong tai Quang trudng Théanh
Phérd trong budi doc Kinh Truyén Tin Chda Nhat thit
ba Mua Vong. Trong s6 cdc tin hitu, c6 it nhat 2.000
tré em di mang tugng
Chiia Giésu Hai Pong dén
dé dugc Pic Thianh Cha
ban phép lanh, trudc khi
chiing mang vé dit trong
mang cd trong dém Canh
Thitc Gidng Sinh.

bic Thanh Cha da truc
ti€p noi véi cdc tré nho:
"Cha thdy ndi Qudng
trudng Thanh Phérd nay
that nhiéu tré em va thi€u nién, cling véi cdc bac cha
me, gido vién va gido ly vién. Cdc ban thAn mén, cha
chao than 4i tdt cd cdc ban va cdm on cdc ban di dén
day. Cha rat ddi vui mirng khi bi€t ring truyén thdng
canh Gidng sinh vAn con gift gin trong gia dinh cdc
ban. Lip lai mot ctt chi truyén thong, tuy ring that
quan trong nhung van chua dd. Hay c¢d ging sdng thuc
tai mdi ngay nhitng gi dudc tugng trung noi hang d4,
tinh yéu cia Chua Kitd, sy khiém ha, dic khé ngheo
ctia Ngai. Pay l1a nhitng gi Thanh Phanxicod da thuc
hién G Greccio: ngai da tao ra mot quang canh Gidng
Sinh s6ng dong, d€ c6 thé chiém ngudng va thd lay,
nhung trén hét 12 bi€t cach dua ra thuc hanh t5t nhat
st diép ctia Con Thién Chia, Pang vi on ich cho
chiing ta di trit bé moi thi d€ tr§ thanh hai nhi bé
nhd".

Trong nhiéu nim § Y, hang d4 da trd thanh trung
tam ctia nhiéu tranh cii, tuong tu nhu cudc tranh luan
gin diy quanh viéc treo thip gid chon cong cong.
Trong qué khit, hang d4 da dudc dat & nhitng noi cong
cdng: trudng hoc, tram xe, cifa hang. Nhung nhirng chi
trich c4 nhan tran tuc khdc nhau cho ring quang cinh

HANG PA LA TRUONG HQC SONG PONG,
NOI HOC Bi QUYET CUA NIEM VUI PiCH THUC

Gidng Sinh 12 mdt cudc tin cong vao quyén tu do ton gido
ctia ngudi khdc va vi vdy, ho khong thich trung bay n6,
nhatla trong trudng hoc.

DPitc Thanh Cha d3 khong dé cap dén cudc tranh cii
nay, thay vao dé ngai nhan manh dén gi4 tri truyén thong
binh di nay: "hang d4 12 mot trudng hoc song dong, noi ma
chiing ta c6 thé hoc bi quyét ctia niém vui dich thyc. Piéu
nay khong nim & chd c6 nhiéu clia cdi, nhung nim & chd
cam xdc dugc Chia yéu thuong, trong viéc trd nén qua
ting cho tha nhdn va yéu thuong
nhau. Ching ta hday nhin vao cdnh
Gidng Sinh: Bttc Trinh N# Maria va
Thanh Giuse dudng nhu khong giong
mdt gia dinh rit may min, ho di cé
con dau 1ong ctia minh gitta mudn van
khé khin, nhung tran ngdp niém vui,
vi ho yéu thuong nhau, giip d& 1an
nhau, va trén hét chic chin ring
Thién Chua tic dong trong ddi ho,
hién di€én trong Chda Giésu Hai
Pong. Va cdc muc dong thi sao? Ly
do gi khi€n ho phéi han hoan. Hai Nhi d6 s& khong thay
ddi hoan cdnh nghéo hén va bi loai bd ctia ho. Tuy nhién,
dirc tin gitip ho nhan ra 'tré so sinh dudc boc trong ti, nim
trong mang cd', 'ddu hiéu' clia viéc hoan tat 13i hita cla
Thién Chida danh cho tit cd loai ngudi 'Chia thuong'
(Luk2,12.14),k& ca ho!".

btc Thanh Cha Bénédictd X VI két luan: "Cdc ban
than mén, day chinh la nhitng gi thudc vé niém vui dich
thuc; cAm xtic ma ¢4 nhin ching ta va cong doan ching ta
dang sdng 12 dugc viéng thim va dudc tran day bdi mot
mAiu nhiém cao cd, mau nhiém ctia tinh yéu Thién Chia.
P& vui mirng, ngoai clia cai, diéu chiing ta cAn nhiéu hon
1a tinh yéu va sy that: chiing ta cAn mot Thién Chida gan
giii, sudi Am 1ong chiing ta, va ddp dng nhitng khao khat
sdu thim noi chiing ta. Vi Thién Chiia nay di t 16 ndi
Chda Giésu, dugc sinh ha bdi Pic Trinh Nt Maria. Vi vay
ma Hai Nhi ma ching ta dit trong mang cd, la trung tim
clia tit cd moi thit, Ngai 1a trung tAm cla th€ gidi. Ching
ta hiy cAu nguyén d€ mdi con ngusi, giong nhu Pitc Trinh
Nit Maria, bi€t d6n nhan Thién Chia Pang trd thanh Hai
Nhi, ngu6n mach niém vui dich thuc, vao trung tim clia
ddiminh".

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tdi 972-530-6428 véi ndi dung quang cdo va dia chi ngudi géi

http://www.dmhcg.org
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LICH TRINH SINH HOAT GIAO XU
Thang 12/ 2009 - 01/2010

12/ 21: Giai toi Mua Vong : 7:00PM - 9:00PM
12/24: Pai L& Vong Gidng Sinh:

Thénh LE1: 5:00PM

Thénh LE2: 8:00PM
12/25: Pai L& Giang Sinh:

Thdnh L& 1: 10::AM

Thénh LE 2: 12:00PM
12/31:Thit Nam - 7:00PM

Pai L& Vong kinh Piic Maria 1a Me Thién Chiia
01/01: Th Sdu
Pai L& kinh Pitc Maria 14 Me Thién Chia

Thénh 1&: 8:00AM; 10:00AM; 12:00PM
Gido Khu 9: Mirng Bén Mang

Thénh 1& 10:00AM Chiia Nhat 01/03
1/02: Thit By Pau Thiang — Thdnh 1€ 8:00AM

Huéng din Rira Toi Tré Em: 7:00PM
1/07: Thit Nim PAu Théng

- Chau chung: 7:45PM — 8:45PM

- Cdc Hoi Poan Chau: 8:45PM — 9:45PM
1/09: Rita T6i Tré Em — 4:00PM

PQC KINH TON VUGNG
Luc 7:00 PM Chua Nhat 20/12/2009

Gido Khu 1: B Nguyén Pinh Quang 972-414-9535
4202 Stonecastle Dr., Garland, TX 75044
Gido Khu 2: OB. Nguyén Vin Tan -214-257-8674
2202 Moss Trail, Garland, TX 75044
Gido Khu 3: OB Trin Vin Loan 214-227-3549
4106 Timberline Dr., Garland, TX 75040
Gido Khu 4: AC Tran Ditc Vugng 469-688-3353
2910 Cedarbrook Dr. Garland, TX 75040
Giao Khu 10: AC Pham Vin Dia & Pinh 972-496-0165
1817 Lantana Dr., Garland, TX 75040
Gido Khu 11: AC Lé Tan Diing & Vang 972-384-0366
123 Carolyn Lane, Murphy, TX 75094
Gido Khu 12: AC Son & Thdo Nguyén 972-679-7339
4712 Winter Park Dr., Richardson, TX 75082

BAO CAO TAI CHANH
Chiia Nhat 13/12/2009

Qu§y Piéu Hanh Gido Xu

Tién Thau Trong Cac Thanh Lé: $10,585.00
Tién Rira Toi $160.00
Tién Gitip Nit Tu Huu Dudng $3,846.00
Quy Trung Tam Giao Duc
0076 Hoang Vang $40.00
0621 Huynh Thanh TAm $25.00
0665 Jimmi Huong Vu $500.00
0828 ViiHoang Vin $20.00
0965 NguyénKy Son $100.00
1610 Nguyén Thanh Andy $100.00
1674 AnDanh $300.00
1921 DoanThiCic $100.00
Ho6iQuén $2,825.00
Quy Nha Binh An:
0240 PaoKim $100.00

CHUC MUNG
Cong Poan Dan Chia Gido Xt Pic Me Hing
Cttu Gitdp than 4i chic mirng nhan L& Thanh Hon vao
ngay thibay 19/12/2009 ctia d6i tin hon

Giwse Tndn Xudn Hoa & Maria Trninte Fodng Uyén

Nguyén xin Thién Chda, qua 15i cau bau clia
Me Hiing Cttu Gitp, ti€p tuc ban mudn on hon xéc trén
anh chi, @€ gia dinh méi luon luén dugc séng trong yéu
thuong va hanh phic sudt doi.

THONG BAO

Pai Radio AM-910 va Pai Truyén Hinh EWTN-370

12 nhitng Pai truyén thong Cong gido bing ti€ng Anh,

rat1gi ich cho viéc dio sdu va song niém tin Cong gido.

Xin tran trong gidi thi€u vSi cdng doan Dan Chia va
kinh m&i anh chi em theo doi.

LAM BANH CHUNG BANH TET

Gido x( da bdt diu lam Bdnh Chung Bdnh Tét
dip Tt canh Dan sip dén d€ gay quy cho Trung TAm
Gido Duc tir ngay 14/120/2009. Thdi gian lam béanh tu
10:00AM dén 9:00PM. Xin quy Ong Ba, Anh Chi va cdc
em vui long b6t chiit thdi gid (bat cit lic ndo) dé tich cuc
tham gia vao cong viéc hitu ich chung niy nhim thé
hién sy quan tim va tinh thin doan k&t clia moi ngudi
trong gido x.

Moi quang c4o, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 v§i noi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi gdi

http://www.dmhcg.org
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TAM NHAT TiM HIEU ON GOI - ¢ COME & SEE WEEKEND”
DONG CHUA CUU THE HAI NGOAI

Vin Phong On Goi Dong Chiia Cttu Thé H3i Ngoai
s& t8 chiic 3 ngay “Come & See” vao dip Gidng Sinh cho
cdc ban tré nam dang hoc 16p 12 tr§ 1én. Md&i qui ban hay
dén va song véi Nha Dong trong dip hong phiic nay.

Thoi gian:  Ngay 25 dé&n 28 thang 12, 2009
Pia di¢m:  Tu Vién Thanh Gioan Neumann
3912 S. Ledbetter Dr.
Dallas, TX 75236
Ghi danh: ~ LM. Nguyén P. Long, CSsR
Giam Pdc On Goi
(972) 296-6735; (214) 783-2592
Email: longcssr@yahoo.com
*Han chdt ghi danh la Dec. 20, 2009
Piéukién:  Tu 16p 12 tré I1én
Xin goicho Vin Phong On Goi
Log-on: www.chuacuuthe.org

THONG BAO
Viin Phong Gido X da nhan dudc tién tra cho cic vé sé sau diy vao khoang Chia Nhat 13/12/2009:

00831-00840, 00911-00920, 00981-00990, 01041-01050, 01191-01200, 01211-01220, 01321-01330, 01721-01730,
02351-02360, 02401-02410, 02811-02820, 02841-02850, 02962, 02964, 02968. 02970, 04421, 04425, 04426, 04428-
04430, 03611-03620, 03821-03830, 04411-04420, 04611-04620, 04741-04750, 04921-04930, 05121-05130, 05793,
05795-05798, 06161-06170, 06431-06440, 06951-06960, 07741-07745, 08531-08540, 09031-09040, 09141-09150,
09221-09230, 09291-09300, 09891-09900, 09991-10000, 10701-10710, 11031-11040, 11161-11170, 11461-11470,
11941-11950, 12021-12030, 12671-12680, 12791-12800, 13451-13460, 13801-13810, 13821-13830, 14191-14200,
14421-14430, 14441-14450, 14689-14690

Xinlwu y: Han chét cho viéc thu nhan tien Vé S6' Xudn 2010 la ngay 1 thdng 2 ndm 2010. Tién trd cho Vé S6
Xudn 2010 ma Vdan Phong Gido Xu nhdn dugc sau ngay 1 thang 2 nam 2010 sé dugc xung vao Quy Xay Dung
Trung Tam Gido Duc va khong cd hiéu lyc cho cdc 16 triing. Tuong tuw nhitng vé s6 ma Vin Phong Gido X chua
nhdn dugc tién trd va ciii vé tinh dén ngay han chét (February 1, 2009) thi ciing khong cé hiéu lic. Xin quy vi giti
vé lai Gido Xk cii vé s6'dd mua va tién trd cho vé s6 bang tien mdt hay chi phiéu bdng cdch bé bi thuvé sé'vao ré
xin tién trong cdc thdnh 1é, giti buu dién hay giao tai Vin Phong Gido Xit. Chi phiéu xin dé "GXDMHCG" hay
"Mother of Perpetual Help". Néu quy vi chua nhdn dugc hodc mudn mua thém vé s6, xin lién lac Vin Phong
Gido Xt hay giti Email cho sales @dmhcg.net. Xin hét long cdm on quy vi da va dang gép mét ban tay ving ho
Chuong Trinh Xdy Dung Trung Tam Gido Duc ciia Gido Xit nha. Xin Thién Chiia va Me Hang Citu Gitip chiic
lanhva trd cong boi hdu cho quy vi.

Moi quang cdo, xin fax tGi 972-530-6428 véi noi dung quing cdo va dia chi ngudi géi http://www.dmhcg.org
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n those days Mary arose and went with haste

Iinto the hill country, to a city of Judah, and she
entered the house of Zechari'ah and greeted
Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the babe leaped in her

womb; and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and she
exclaimed with a loud cry,
"Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! And why is this
granted me, that the mother of
my Lord should come to me?
For behold, when the voice of
your greeting came to my ears,
the babe in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a
fulfilment of what was spoken
to her from the Lord."

LESSON

Do you recognize the
indwelling presence of the Lord
Jesus in your life? Blessed are
you if you see and recognize the
Lord with the "eyes of faith". The word "blessed"
[makarios in Greek] literally means "happiness" or
"beatitude". It describes a kind of joy which is serene
and untouchable, self-contained, and independent
from chance and changing circumstances of life.
There is a certain paradox for those "blessed" by the
Lord. Mary was given the "blessedness" of being the
mother of the Son of God. That blessedness also
would become a sword which pierced her heart as
her Son died upon the cross. Anselm, a great teacher
and Archbishop of Canterbury (1033-1109), spoke
these words in a homily: "Without God's Son
nothing could exist; without Mary's son, nothing
could be redeemed." To be chosen by God is an
awesome privilege and responsibility. Mary
received both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.
Her joy was not diminished by her sorrow because it

SUNDAY LESSON FOR THE YOUTH
“Joyful Anticipation of the Messiah”

Scripture: Luke 1:39-45 (alternate reading: Luke 1:26-38)

was fueled by her faith, hope, and trust in God and
his promises. Jesus promised his disciples that "no
one will take your joy from you" (John 16:22). The
Lord gives us a supernatural joy which enables us
to bear any sorrow or
we. ©  pain and which neither
life nor death can take
away. Do you know the
joy of a life given over
to God in faith and
trust?

What 1s the
significance of Mary's
visit to her cousin
Elizabeth before the
birth of Jesus? When
Elizabeth greeted Mary
and recognized the
Messiah in Mary's
womb they were filled
with the Holy Spirit and
with a joyful
anticipation of the
fulfilment of God's
promise to give a
Savior. What a
marvelous wonder for
God to fill not only Elizabeth's heart with his Holy
Spirit but the child in her womb as well. John the
Baptist, even before the birth of the Messiah,
pointed to his coming and leapt for joy in the
womb of his mother as the Holy Spirit revealed to
him the presence of the King to be born. The Holy
Spirit is God's gift to us to enable us to know and
experience the indwelling presence of God and the
power of his kingdom. The Holy Spirit is the way
in which God reigns within each ofus. Do you live
in the joy and knowledge of God's indwelling
presence with you through his Holy Spirit?

"Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and
give me joy in seeking you more earnestly.
Increase my faith in all your promises, my hope in
thejoy of heaven, and my love for You as my All."
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[S THERE A SANTA CLAUS?

Eight-year-old
Virginia O'Hanlon
wrote a letter to the
editor of New York's
Sun, and the quick
response was printed
as an unsigned
editorial Sept. 21,
1897. The work of
veteran newsman

Francis Pharcellus
Church has since become history's most reprinted
newspaper editorial, appearing in part or whole in
dozens of languages in books, movies, and other
editorials, and on posters and stamps.

"DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years old. Some of my
little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says,
'If youseeitin THE SUNit's so.' "Please tell me the
truth;is there a Santa Claus? ”

Virginia O'hanlon.
115 West Ninety-fifth Street.

OIRGINIA, your little {riends are
wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except
which is not comprehensible by their little minds.
Al minds, Oirginia, whether they be men's or
children's, are little. Fn this great universe of ours
man is a mere inseet, an ant, in his intelleet, as
compared with the boundless world about him, as
measured by the intelligence capable of grasping
the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, OFRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus.
JOe exists as certainly as love and generosity and
devotion exist, and you kunow. that they abound
and give to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! how. dreary would be the world if there
were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if

there were no OFRGINIAS. There would be
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no remance to
make tolevable this existence. We should have no
enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal
light with which childhood fills the world would
be extinguished.

ot believe in Santa Claus! You might as
well not believe in fairies! You might get your
papa to hire men to wateh in all the chimneys on
Christmas Sve to cateh Santa Claus, but even if
they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but
that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The
most real things in the world are those that
wneither children nor men can see. Did you ever
see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that'’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody
can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see
what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil
covering the unseen world which not the strongest
man, nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.
Only (aith, faney, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view. and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Js it all real?
Ah, OFRGIVNIA, in all this world there is
nothing else real and abiding.

Vo Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and
he lives forever. A thousand years from now,
Oirginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from
now, he will continue to make glad the heart of
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